3

Discussion Board Post
In the short story “Where Are You Going, Where Have You Been?” by Joyce Carol Oates, two characters have been used to portray the theme of good and evil. Connie, a 15-year-old girl, represents the good in modern society. She seems to have less knowledge on dangers in society, therefore, trusting everyone. Resultantly, innocence makes her an ideal representation of good. For instance, this character is portrayed when a boy she does not know asks her to get food with him. Ironically, she agrees to the request and gets in the car alone with a boy she has never met. Later, they end up enjoying cokes and burgers in a nearby restaurant. Therefore, her character can be regarded as the epitome of innocence and the essence of good in society. 
Arnold, a friend to Connie, on the other hand, portrays evil characters in society. On their first meeting, for instance, a reader can see through Arnold's character. For instance, he threatens Connie when she goes out with Eddie, despite not knowing her. Furthermore, the line acts as a foundation of the conflicts that later develop between the two. When Connie's family goes out for a barbeque, Arnold shows up in her car in front of their house. Later, he starts calling out names of all her friends, and to a shocking end, Arnold mentions that Connie's family went out. Ideally, all this information was scary to Connie, as it is unexpected for a stranger to know such information from a person they have not known for long and only met once. His evil character is portrayed when he uses the information about Connie's friends and family to threaten her. Additionally, he threatens to rape Connie, thereby overshadowing her psychology. Notably, Arnold's behaviors of covering his eyes and drawing the "X" symbol in the air symbolizes his evil character, as illustrated by the author. He further threatens to rape Connie. Thus, the general character of Arnold is not only frightening but also reflects on evil people in society. 
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